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NMould not divert Thee, nor my ſelf, no, not for ar hour, from 


the main concern, to intertain thee with this inquiry ;af I were 
not perſwaded of the greac Importance of it to redigion;andibat phrough 
the bleſſing of God, it might prove a moſt proper and effeflual mean 
to redeem a great deal of miſpent time, & gecalii hat is waſted ina con- 


rentious wrangling and debating, about this Point; and to allay the un- 


chriſtian beats & animoſities occaſioned thereby, to the great violation 
of Truth and Piety, of Righteouſneſs and Sobernefſs,of Peace and Chari- 
ity; If in a calm mood and toit h a disintereſied mind we would 
take a ſerious view ef our Bleſſed Lords inſtitution, and yield 
our ſelves to be determined thereby : This method, I'm ſure, will 


be approved by all, whe own his Sacred Oracles the Compleat Chriſtian. 


rule: And I haue followed it, in theſe ſheets, with all candor and inge- 
nuity, to my own full ſatisfattion in this matter: And with no leſs ſin- 
cere intention for thy good and Profit, do now Propoſe it, in a Plain thot 
homely ſtile, to thy Peruſal. Only Conſider what Thou readeſt, And 
the Lord give thee underſtanding in all things, to know and embrace. 
_ the Truth, | 8 | e 
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An Impartial Inquiry into the Order and Go 
Vvernment ſettled by Chriſt and bs A- 


HE Church, however harraſſed and diſquieced, with a 
- great variety of Diſputes and Debates,' about points of 
Doctrine and Diſciplin; yet heard little or no noiſe made, 
for above 1400 years, about this point of Church Govern- 
ment : One Atria ſtarted a debate, but had fo few co ſecond him, 
| * it died with himſelf, and left his name on record among Here- 
The Goodly Order and Government inffitured by Chriſt, ſtood 
firm for many Ages, and under it, the Church flouriſhed, and the 
Chriſtian Religion mightily prevailed,” notwithſtanding the violent 
perſecutions of theſe times: But at length it was invaded, and ſup» 
preſſed by the Uſurpation and Tyranny of the Remen Papacy ; A e- 
eular Power and Dominion was ſet up: and the Dofrine, Worſhiv, 
and Diſcipline of the Church, following the fate of its Government, 
were corrupted. Error, Superſtition, Idolatry and Tyranny, the Pil- 
lars of the Papal Kingdom, were Introduced : And all maintained, 
on the one hand, by a moſt falſe. and blaſphemous pretention, to an 
abſolute infallible power and Authority derived from Chrift ; and on 
the other,” by d mott horrid and Cruel perſecution of all who did 
but mutrer the leſt diſſe n. 2 
Thus lay the Church for ſome Ages, groaning under this Aati- 
ehriſtian ¶ ſurpation, ſtruggling and wreſtling even unto Blood and 
Martyrdom, to recover its Primitive. Purity and Liherty; it pleaſed 
me Lord at length, to deliver in 8 his Church, an d 10 3 
e = 7 12 IX th N 0e 94. WN = ki 
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his Deftrine, Morſpip. Diſciplin _ Government, by an happy Re- 
formation, which had been much more hip 22 and compleat, had 
not the Adverſary Scatrered his tares, whic ſprung up in Briars 
and Therns: dome Doctrines and cuftomes, maintained by one part 
of the Reformed Church, and rejected by an other, occaſioned hot 
diſputes, which gave no leſs dilturbancs to theChurch, than it yield. - 
ed pleaſure and diverſion, to the Cemmon Enemic: among other dif- 
ferences this was one, 

That while the e and-moſt cnnſillerable part ofthe. Reform: 
ed Church, retained the Antient order and Goverament, and Vindi- + 
cated it from the Uſurpations and encroachments of the Papacy : O- 
thers, ( upon WAL conſiderations I ſhall not enquire) were pleaſ. 

el ro ſet up a new form and module of pottcy, 
Calv. Inſt. lib. 4 4. with a modeſt kind pre eſtation, that thef 
Cap, 10. F. 32. 17 their different meaſurgs, might: be no gro 
eccleſia eccleſiam of breach between them, and other Rs 
contemnat ob exter- Churches: Bart this did not prevent diſputes 
ns diſcipline varie- upon that head, and every Church defendir W 
taten - its own module, as mol} agreeable co the a ; 
Inſtitution; the debate came to chai hight; as 
to occaſion a fad: ruprure and Schiſm: and no wWhete hath it pro- 
duced more woful effects, than in theſe three Kingdoms: what 
Alienation of minds among profeſſors of the ſame Reformed Religi- 
en, what confuſions and barharous Cruelties, what convulſions and 
Reroturfons in Church, and State, what, publick and private miſ- 
chiefs, have ſprung from this Root of bitterneſs, The Hiſtories of 
the paſt Ape, give a very. fad and Lamentable account: and above 
all che malignant influence it hath had on Religion, to obſtruct the 


— and praktice of irue, Chriſtianity, cannot be ſufficiently regrate | : 


* dondt ne t but the > Comman. Eno andabey whoſe trade is to 

fh in Mu Ob have been very aQtive-toblmibmeont; . 50 
= which hack ſometimes.made this debate break forth in Veſuor _ 
ez flames, and to be diſputed, with Fire and Styord, wii Blood 


and. Wounds, is, That it hach heen ineorpetated imoyand joyned | 1 


with other Political dehates..and; State diffezences ; Ir were ande 
10 ä this, did not the e exidence of ic render! it W 3 
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That Political intereſts and Stare differences; have itt nong been 
interwoven with this conteſt about Church Government have ſup . 
ported and maintained it And perhaps at che bottom, tis non of 


the leaſt prejudices againſt Zpi/copacy, that they of that perfwaſion-: 
have generally aſſerted the jaſt Rights and Prorogatives of Prineesy 


as the ſureſt foundation of a Kingdoms Happinets and trazquillitys 
and accordingly have maintained the Doc ines of non Reſiſtunc ed 
Paſive Obedience &c. whereas its Rival Government, hath; deen 
thought by ſome, more ſerviceable for-checking and curbing the 
P wer of. Princes Nc. Certain it is, there” is to muth 6f a carnal 
and worldly ſpirit, that keeps this debate fo long alive. . I. Cor. 3. 
3. and there is little hope, it will die, till Chriſtians be more ani- 
mated with the ſpirit and temper of the Goſpel. 
There have heen vaſt Volumus written on this Argument, which 
ſeem to have exhauſted all tHat can be ſaid on either ſide; but to 


Cf 


very little good effeſt; which might not only di ſcourage, but con- 


demn the preſent Attempi, as an inſtance of great Preſumption - 


But I remember the Story of Spiridion; a famous Biſhop fer Piety, 


Hoſpitality & many Miracles, who, is ſaid, ta have confounded, ar | 
the Council of Nice, à certain Philoſopher, who by the ſubtilty of 
his arguments againſt Chriſtianiiy, fought to imbaraſs the Biſhops: 
S pir idion takes the Diſcourſe,and prays the Fhiloſopher,in the name 
ot Chriſt; te hear him: And ſo goes on, repeating the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, which, when the Philoſopher heard, with great 
aſtoniſhment he ſaid; 80 long as any reuſoned” with me, I oppoſed! 
other Reaſons ; but now when GOD ſpeaks to me, byube mouth off 
that old Man, I am not able to anſeer, I find a feeret force uponmy-/ 
Spirit, convincing me and-perſwading me. I ſhall with the Lords 
aſſiſtance, follow the Method of this holy Man, in giving as plain 
and impartial an account of the Order and Government inftitured 


by Chriſt and his Apoſiles in the Chriſtiau Church, as 1 am able to 


collect from the ſacred Records of the New Teſtament, to which 
purpoſe cloſely to adhere: And when we have a gear and fall view 

of the farſt inſutusion before our Eyes, it vill be eaſie to judge which 
of the comending Panties come np nrcareſt to ii, in the er 
| Ny b⸗wert vat bes mae, e 0 


ö a I 
: i] x . I * 
. 


— 5 
4 * 4 7 1 * l „ | 1 3 4 + 4 4 1 
b. * 5 „* # a v 


— — -- » — — d — — 


to ifguire into at preſenty unto theſe four Heads, 

1. What ſacred Offices were inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
in the Chriſtian Church. 2. How theſe Offices were diſtinguiſhed, 
or, whether there was any Imparity among them. 3. Whether any 
of them were extraordinary and temporary, or, whether they were 
to be perpetual and ſtanding in the Church. 4. If ſtanding, who | 
are now Succeſſors to them. 9 _  * 


INQUIRY Fi, ; 
What Offices were inſtituted, by Chriſt and 
Hir Apoſtles in the Chriſtian Church. 


Hen our bleſſed Lord appeared in his publick Miniſtry, in 

| the deginning thereof, he called many unto. him, to be 
his ordinary Attendants, of whom, ſome had been trained up un- 
der John's Miniſtry; Theſe were in a peculiar manner his Diſciples, 
in diſtinction from the multitude of Proſelytes, who were gained 
dy his preaching and Miracles, and he made uſe of the — of 
thoſe his Diſciples, in baptizing ſuch as were proſelyted, John 4. 
1,2. ver. As under the old Diſpenſation. The eminent Prophets 
whom GOD raiſed up to his People, gathered à School or Col- 


3 EF: . 3 
And to proceed the more Methodically, I ſhall reduce all I deſign 


| ledge of Diſciples, called The Sens of the Prophets, who were 


trained up under their InſpeQion and Diſcipline to the Prophetical 
Office: Sol conceive of the Diſciples of ohn the Baptiſt, and ot 


our Lord, as two Seminaries wherein many were trained up, under 


the diſcipline and inſtruction of theſe two eminent Malters, as Can. 
didares for the Goſyel Miniſtry: Our bleſſed Lord being thus at. 
tended,with his 12 Apoſtles, Matth. 9, went about, in his ewn per. 
for, all the cities and villages, teaching in their Synagognes, and 
<rxreaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom, and healing every fickneſs - 
and every diſeaſe among the People. v. 35. And when he ſaw the 
multitudes come flocking to him from all quarters, he was mov- 
ed with compaſſion on them, becauſe they fainted ( being, tis lite. 
1 Sgeried 


orie 0 thair wig 


my Yard r abroad as ſheep 
Having no Shepherd, v. 36. 


hen faid he to his Diſciples, v. 37% 


38. The harveſfc awer is plenteous, but tho labourers are few. pray ye. 


the Lord of the harveſt that he ſend forth labourers to his barveſt. 
Upon this 8. Mark 3. 13, 14. tells us, He goeth unto a mountain, 
and callerh unto him whom he would, and they came unto him. 
8. Luke adds, chap. 6. v. 12, 13. That he went to this mountain to 
pray, and continued all ni ght in prayer to GOD, and when it was 
Yay, he called unto him his Diſciples, and of them he choſe and 
_ fordained twelve, that they ſhould be with him, and that bemight 
ſend them forth to preach ; whom alfo he named APOSTLES. 
Here we fee, in what a ſe _ manner, Chriſt inſtituted the firſt 
and -prime Officers of his h, who. are particularly defcribed 
by their Number, Names, wat We honourable - tation by 
which he called them: whom he alſo named Apoſtles. 
Some time after, Luke 9. , 2. He called theſe twelve together; 
and gave them 2 and authority over all devili and to cure diſeaſe 
er, and ſent t rth te 2 the Kingdom of GO, and te beat 
the. ſict We have Aber Commiſſion at large Marth: 10: After their 
retum from executing” their firft commiſfion, they continue with 


their Maſer as his conſtant Arrendants; we read nor, that, during 


his abode on Earth, they were ſent forth a ſecond time; until he gave 
be. them their laſt and full Commiſsion,a little before bis Aſcen- 


Some 50 the return of the Apoſtles, Lake 10. Bee, He PR | 


| Pune other ſeventy, and ſentthem forth, with the ſame commiſsi- 

on and the ſame power, that he had ſent the Apoſtles, 1o preach 

the Goſpel, to caſt out Devils, to heal diſeaſes, and almoſt in all 

things witch the ſame inſtructions, concerning their Conduct: which 

2 the Continuator of Fool? Annotations: on the Place, 1 7. How. 
ome tome to imagine 4 t:fference of heat | 
radeecbermixt them and the Apoſties,l Toft; Ib. 4. cap. 3. §. 4. 


cannor tell: et Calvine ſeruples nut nitrate Ae minores, 725 


do call them, in dignity leis than i g, ene rnb in, 
the e = in \Office to , Coir defignavite. > 
mem, — 7 Chef in the fecand paces after the Apoſtles, 


Indeed all cke difference * in theſe 


, . un 


— = 
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EA : „ „ 
we read not of ſuch a ſolenn Inauguration of the ſeuenty unto then 
Office, as of the zwe/ve, And that the ruelue were. patticularly 
honoured with the Title of AOS IL. ES, eren before they were ſent 
forth (ot the importance of which Name, we ſhall afterwards in- 

uire ) but the ſeventy, pough hey were ſent forth immediately 
by Chtiſt, are no where ſo deſigned, but only Diſciples. But though 


their Commiſion was much the ſame, with what was given tothe 


 Hpeſiles, who had not as yet received their fu!! Commiſion : Let it 
ſeems moſt certain, that they were two diſtini Orders of Goſpel Mi- 
piſters, in that they are never numbered together, but in two di- 
ſtinct Claſſes, The Apoſtles are ſtill twelve, and not eighty two; And 
( which puts it beyond all queſtion ) when a Vacancy falls in the 
Colledge of Apoftles,. by. the apoſtacy of Judas, what a ſolemn 
Work was there, at the Tranſlation of one from the Number of Diſ- 
ciples, that he might be reckoned and numbered with the Eleven, 
and ſucceed to Zudas his Apoſtleſhip. As 1. ch. * 


2 8 * . 


We have ſeen two orders of Goſpel Miniſters, inſtituted by. Chriſt 
himſelf. There is a third Order inſtituted. by his Apoſtles; viz. of 
Deacons.The occaſion, deſign, & manner of inſtituting this new Order, 
we have fully ſer down As 6: ch. to the 7. verſe, .. . © 
Ol this inſtitution 1 ſhall only obſerve, That is was made by the 
toe le Apoſiles, to whom the Government of the Church was prin- 
cipally committed, and who had power and authority to inſtitute 
new Offices, -as the Exigence of the Church ſhould require ; That 
theſe: Deacont were appointed and ſet apart to their Office by the 
Apoſtles, withthe Ceremony of Prayer and Impoſition. of. Hands, 
which was uſual in deſigning and appointing perſons to any ſacred 
Office, it the Goſpel Miniftery: And further, That theſe Dea- 
cons thus ſeparated and ordained, were inveſted with ſome ſhare of 
the Apoſtolick Office, particularly of Preaching and Baptizing, as 

well as managing the publick Stock of the Church, which ther 
exerted in ſabordination to the Ap9/7tes,under. their inſpection and” 
by their DireQion ; That Stephen was a Preacher ( and. the reſt of 
them, of whom we have nothipg on record, ſave their Names) 
as well as Phi/ip, cannot be doubted. : Stephen by his Zeal. in pro- 

pagating the Goſpel, became the fifſt Martyr ; and of Philip weex, 
prely read, that by his Preaching he converted Samaria and 15 


i Þ -6— 


[SS I 

ed the — RY into the. Chriſtian Profeſsion, by. Be wifes. 3 
Ads gl. ch. and Ads 21, f. v. Philip the Evangeliſr one 51 the ſo il 
[| 


den: This I obſerve to ſhew, the vaſt difference betwix t. theſe G * 4 
peel Deacons inſtiinted ad prog by the Apo/rles, and thefo who 1 
ate named Deacons under the Presbhwerian Module, without any * bf 


Ordination or power to Preach or Baptize, that none may be im ill 
poſed upon by the bare Name, to think Home to Net 9 or 4 1! 
Pe nn 2 8 | 2 
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How theſe Offces wert diftingui 14% x _— 


H' LNG ſeen what Offices v were Inftitured | in oY Enrifiiah Ut 
| Church by Chrift and his Apoſtles : We now come to in- 9 
quire, whether and bow, they were diſtinguiſhed; or whe- it. 

ther FS... were all one and the ſame: Of the laſt mentioned, there 1 

is no debate, all acknowledge that Deacons, were different from and 11 
infetiour to the two. Former Offices of Apoſtles, and the Seventy, 1 

which ſome contend to be but one and the ſame'; But what I Have 9 
already obſerved of their Inſtitution, plainly. ſhows them to have 4 
been diſtinc Offices, and they are every "where ſpoken of in Scripture [ 
as ſuch; Eg du in that arr 1979 of Goſpel Offices 2. Cor. 
12. 28, et in his Charch, firſt 4poſiles, {ccondarily Pro-  _ 
bers, thirdly Teachers : Arte all. Apeſiles,' ate af ophere, ave ll 2 nf 
Teachers? Though: every. Apoſtle, was aProphet and teacher, the f 

| Superiour. Order any 46 the. inferiour ; . vet every Prophet and 
Teacher, was 59 tits (as for the reſt in that enumeration, 
they are not diſt ces, but various and. different powers and 
1150 e the G 0 bee me were endued.) | 4 
15 th en muſt. aun * Foneertiing, the zwe/ve who were cal- 1H 
files, and the ſeventy and others of their Order, who are de- ö p 
1 Forks, Fadi Prophets, 4 Goſpel Senſe, Miniſters of the word — 
| and S acramentz, ſuch a8 OE and 8½% were, Ads 15. 32. Epb. 1 
2. 20. CB. 3, 5. 1. Sage 3. Abd Eph. 4. 11. they ae defign- 

* Prophets, 'E Lace ts, 1 . fore and Tedehers. © Now 
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Nom the que lion is whether thefe Prophets; Paftore and Truth. = 


and Evangelits, were of the fame Office and Order wirt the Apa- 
fled? Or,whether they were of 4 Diſtuad Ofice add Order and Infert- 


onr to that of the Apoltics ? For clearing this we muſt confider their 
Commiffioas and the Exerciſe of their Office conform to their Com- 


Of the Apoſiler. All that their firſt Commiſſion did bear, was, 
to Preach the Goſpel and to adminiſfer the Ordihances H Religion 


and this was all the exerciſe of their Apoſtolick Office that we read 
of, during Chriſts bodily preſence with them, and in this ( as Laid). 
they differed Httle from the eventy: But when Chriſt: was to leave. 


the Earth, having finiſhed the work of aur Redemption, tHe enlarg- 
ed theit Commiſion. and put them in actual exerciſe of their A po- 
ſtolick power and Office, as we read Math. 28. 17. 18, verſes 


All power ( ſayes he) à given unto ne in He wer and in Earth, 
go ye therfore and Niſciple all Nations,” Baptis ing them in the Nane 
ef the Father and of the. Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching tben 


fo obſtrve all things 'whatſoruer I have Commended you, and io, Lan 


way even to the end of the World. Luke 24. 50. adds 


arly to 


- 


iel | 


09 
N an with Peculiar Letters of hain? and Commiſſion, wheres 
by be As as Proxy and deputy of him who ſends. him; and it it 
a Proverb among the Zews, that every mans ApoſHe, 35 45 him felf 


u hat he does by vertue of his Commiſſion, is lock d upon, to be 


as firm and valid, as if the Perſon himfelf had done i 
Theſe we lu chen whom Chriſt named apoſtles, . w 6 wo repre 
fent his Perſon, to act as his ſpecial are, to comtmunica: 
his Will and Mind, to preach and propagat the Goſpel, to inftruct 
anddiſciple the World in the Dockrines and Precepts of Chriſtiani - 
ty, and on this Doctrine to found and build the Church, and to go- 
ver: the fame in his Nate and Authotiry, conſtirarieg 
Minifters of Religion, ſertling good Order, and difpofing alt 
þ} Fi for the edifgcation of the Church, determining. and deeidmg: 
controverſies in Religion, compofi 5g differences, io ſpect ing and fu- 
perintend ing the ordinary Faſtors in the diſcharge of their Office, 
cenſuring and puniſhing Contumaciovs Offenders, and looſing ſuch 
as were penitent. This the A poſtle calls the Care of all the Charches, 


2 Cor. 11. 28. Eſpecially them of his Province; for, though their 


Commiſsion was unlimited and univerſal, not only in refpeck of 
Power, to diſcharge all acts of Religion,relati 55 either to Miniſiry or 
Covernmentzbut alſo in teſpett of c /ace, not being 

ticular Province, but ſent to the whote World ; yet for the more or- 
derly exccuting their Commiſ3ion, they are faid; by the Aneients, 


to have parcelled the World among them: and ſomething like this... | 


ſeems to be inſinuated 2 Cor. To. 13. and Gali 2. 9. 
This Peter and. Aurhority conveyed hy Commif᷑: ion to the zpofi les 


vas equally conferred upon all of them: Whatever Order there was 
among hem, z 5 no ſuperiorit or power: of one Apoſtle above. an- 


-orher, Tho”? ul, with reſped> :0 kis former Stare, counted- him- 


felf the leaſt ofa I the: Apotties,” being before 4 Porſeturor, and. 
ore horn aut eres he: words id. r Cor: 35; 9; 10. Yer 26- to 


power and an bor i. be owns himſelf not inter our eren to the 
chigſeſt Apaſiles.. . 
As their Office was. kigh and amitant;: no less were heſe Git 


and Endewnents, by which they: were qualified for ic: They fad 


been Eye and Eat Wirneſſes of Criſis Life; Dodting; Miracles; andi 
delt the benefit of lug publick —_—_ had enjoyed che adpzur- 
> a" 
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age of his privat converſe, and were well acquainted with all the 
paſſages of his Life, at leaſt from his entering into his public Mini- 
ftry, till the day ol his Aſcenſion, They were immediately taught 
and inſtructed by him in all things, pertaining to the Kingdom of 


GOD: he had opened their minds to underſtand the Scriptures, and 
endued them with the Hon Ghoſt, to guide them into all Truth; 


ſo that they were infalliby ſecured from Error, in delivering the Do- 
- Atrines, and Principles of Chriſtianity: And to confiim their Do- 
Qrine, they were endued with many extraordinary Gifts and Pow- 
ers; to work Miracles, to heal all manner of Diſeaſes, to caſt out 
Devils, to ſpeak with diverſe Tongues, to interpret ſtrange Tongues, 
to foretell things to come, to diſcern Spitits, to inflict Corporal 
Puniſhments on notorious Sinners; And (which was peculiar to 

them) they had power to confer theſe extraordinary Gifts upon o- 
thers. 85 . | 5 


come now in the 2d place to conſider the other Order of Church 


Officers, inflituted by Chriſt, The /evenry Diſciples -' in whom the 
Order of Presbyters and ordinary paflors and teachers is founded: 
They received their CommiſSion immediately from Chriſt, as the 


Apoſites had; and were authoriſed to preach the Gæſpel, and en- 


dued with extraordinary Gifts of working Miracles, healing Diſ- 
eaſes, Cc. and unco them no leſs than unto the ApoRes, Chrilt ſaid, 


He that heareth you, beareth me, and he that rejefleth you, rejefteth 
me, and be that rejetterh me, rejeteth him that ſent me, Luke 10: 


16. So that in their meaſure and proportion, ſo far as their Com- 
mi ſsion extended, they were Chriſts Mefengers and Ambaſſadours al- 
ſo, tho not in the ſame order and qualily with the Apoſtles, = 


And from the account we have of them and their Minifiry, in the 
ſacred Hiſtory, we cannot frame a more juſt and true Notion of this 
ſecond Order of Church Officers, than that they were inſtituted o 


be ¶iſtants and helpers to the Apoſiles in the work of the Goſpel. 


It was the ſame Lord and Law giver, the fame Maſter builder, 
who had framed the civil and Eccle/iaſtick policy among the Fes, 


under the legal Diſpenſation, who does ere this new Fabrick of his 


Goſpel Church. So that we may expect 28 great a ſymmetry and pro- 
portion between the one and the other, as the difference of the 


wo Diſpenſotions will allow: And it is the opinion of many an- 


eien 
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cient and modern Uivines, That ourblefsed Lord in many of his Co. 
Jpel Inſtitutions, had ſome reſpect to the ſtate ot things in the Zew- 
if Church, as might be ſhewed in many inſtances ; And particular- 
Iy will appear in theſe Offices, which he inſtituted in the Go/pel- 
Church; nor only in making them of a Ye gere and inferior order, 
as under the Meæſaict Diſpenſation, but al ſo, as to thereiſon & deſign 

of theſe different orders; For after Aaron and his Sonnes were inſtal- 
led in the Prieſts Office, GOD gave unto them the whole Tribe of 
Levi to Miniſſer into them, in the Charge of the Tabernacle : 


Numb. ch. 3d. So alſo, when Moſes was vexed with the untow- - 


ardlynefs of the People, and complained to G O D of the weight 
and burden of his Charge, that the care and Government of ſuch 


an unruly People was committed to him alone, The Lord orders 


that ſeventy men, of the Elders of the people, be choſen & preſented 
before him at the door of the Tabernacle, and he rock of the ſpirit 


that was upon Myo/es and put it upon them, that they might 


dear the burden of the People with him, and he might not bear it. 
alone; Numb. 11. Ch. Now, whether the Apoſtles afiet their firſt 
progreſs, returned with any ſuch complaint, of the greatneſs of their 
Charge, we read nor, except it be inſinuated in what St. Mark re- 
lates Ch. 6. 31. that after their return, Chriſt called them a part 
to a deſert place, to reſt themſelves a while : However certain it 
zs, our bleſſed Lord well knew the greatnefs of their work, and ſhort- 

ly afier, inſtituted that other Order of Goſpel Minifters, The Scuen- 
zy to be Aſſiſtants to the Apoſiles z and accordingly we find the 
Apoſtles frequently making uſe of the Miniftry and aſſiſtance of 
them of that Second Order, either taking ſome of them along with 
them in their Travels, to Miniſter unto them in propogating the 
Goſpel among the Jetos or Hearhens ; or elſe fixing ihem in places 


where the Goſpel was received, and Churches founded; ot elſe in 


ſending them with Apoſtolick orders to Churches that were at 2 
diftance: And 'tis probable that according to the different exerciſes 
of their Miniſtry, they were defigned ſometimes Euangeliſte, when 
they Laboured in converting - Jetos or Heathens to the Faith; ſome - 
times Paſtors and Teacbers, when they exerciſed their Miniſiry a- 


mong them that were already converted; & generally they paſs under - 
| _ „ = 
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the Name of Bretberen, and E:ders or Presbyters, in diſtindtion 
r ͤ ͤ EA 
From or different Commiſſions given to the Apoſt let and the. 
Seventy, 'Tis evident that there was a di/t:ndon betwixt their 22 
ces, and that the Apoſtolick Office, was Superiour to that of the 
Seventy; and although the Apoliles did manage their Authority, ſo 
much with the Spirit of their Lord and Maſter, who though he was 
their Lord and Maſter, yet humbled himſelf to waſh their feet ¶ Job 
13. 13.) and treated them rather as Friends chan Seryants, John 15. 
15. and behaved himſelf among them as one that ſerved Lr 22. 
27. So the Holy Apoſtles following his example, : behwed them. 


* 


ſelves with the greateli gentleneſs and ſweetneſs of temper, toward 5 
their inferiours, that they ſeldom wade uſe of their Authority in 


any ſevere manner: whereof we have a notable inflance-in the B= 


pile of St. Paul to Philemon, a Miniſter; of the Goſpel, f. and . 
erſes, where he ſays, Thaugh 1 might be much bold in Chrift to ins 
joyn thee, that which is Convenient, yet for Loves ſake, Traber be- 
feech thee. Yes. in the Sacred Hiltory we have many evident ins 
ſtances of the ApoBelick power and Authority, over other Paſtors 
and Teachers of the Church of which 1 ſhall give ſome particulars, 


in the order tha. u occur, unto. us, in Holy writ. And firſt, we 


read that the Apoſiles abode for ſome time in Fera/alem, and the 


Bretheren with them ( no doubt according to ſome ordet given them 
by their Lord) to ſettle and eſtahliſh the Chriſtian Church there: 
but when the Perſecution aroſe about Stephen, all almoſt except 
the Apoſtles, were ſcattered abroad through the Regions of Fudes 
and Samaria: Philip ona of the ſever; Deacons went down to Sa- 

maria, Prexched the Gaſpel wrought Maacles, : Converted many 
of that City to che Faith and initiated his Conxerts hy Baptiſm - 
thets went as far as Phenice, pris and Antioch, where a great 
number believed and turned c the Lord: han che Apoſties heard 
of this. Peter and Jahn axe ſent to Sarariu, to confitm and fertile. 
the Church there, and to epnfer upen chem the gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, A4 8, Ch, 14. were. For mo; The Brethnem had pores 
to Preach and Baptize, aud mark, Mijacles, yatit balonged: to the 
Apoſtles, to ſettla and. eſtabliſh, ordes in han founded Churches, 
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and to conferr the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt: Paul and Barnabas were 
_ alſo ſent to Antioch upon the like errand. Ads 11.29% 
2 We find that when the APaP1es went abroad to execute their 
Commiſſion in Piſcipling the World, they were attended by ſome 
of the Bretheren, as their aſſiſtants and Miniſters; Six attended Pe-. 
ter trom F-ppa to Ceſarea and from thence to Jeruſalem. Adi 10, Il 
13. To them, it was that he gave Orders for Baprizing Corpelims's i 
Family, 38 verſe, and them he. adduces as witgeſſes for his Vindi- ſ: 
cation, when Challenged by them of che Circumciſion, for his con- 
verſe with the Gentiles. Ch. 11. 12. verſe. Paul and Barnabas 
had John ſurnamed Mark, one of the Seventy, tor their Miniſter, i 
in their firſt progreſs, 4s. 1 2.25. and Ch. 13. F ho after ſome time 9 
departed from them, 13 verſe, for which Paul is highly diſpleaſed -2 
with him, and will not admitt him again to be one of his Attendancs, 
| becauſe he had departed and went not with them to the Work. Ch. 
15. 38. This was the occaſion of ſome contention beiwix: Paul 1 
and Barnabas, which came to that hight, that they departed aſun- 1 
der the one from the otder, Barnabas going to Oran, attended by 3 
9575 his Sifters Son: And Paul to Syria and Cilicia attended by 3 
As Pauls Province was enlarged, by the converſion of many Cities 4 
and Countries unto the Faith, The Number of his Atter*-nts. and of 
aſſiſtants in the work of the Goſpel did alſo Increaſe; many accome 708 
pany ing him from place to place, beſides theſe Paſfors, hom he 3 
ſeriled in every City that had received the Goſpel. | 


* 
1 


1 


mo 


3. Theſe Inferiour Paſtors, were generally, very obſequious | 


to the orders of the Apaſtles, Going whither they ſent them, to 
viſit planted Churches; coming when they called them, to give: 
their perſonal attendance; and ſerving with them in the work. of. 
the, Goſpel, -as Sons. with their Fathers, as Pau ſays of Timothy. _ 
3 When any of them proved refratary and diſobedient to the 
Orders. of the Apaſtles, they are blamed for it, and ſometimes. 
threatned with Cenſutes; ſuch were ſome teachers at Corinth; wh 
deſpiſed and dectyed Pauls Apolileſhip, whom he threawns with 


C 


— the Apotalical Rod 1, Cor. 4. Ch. 18. and 19.v6rGs, - 
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' 5, And when he is ie A ede Orders, for redreſſing and 
reforming ſome irregularities and abuſes in the Publick worſhip, 


occaſioned through the Pride or Imprudence of ſome of their Pre- 
phets and Teachers, who (it ſeems )) were too much puffed up 


wich their Spiritual gifts; he writes to them in an Authoritative 


ſtile, 1. Cor. 14, 36. 37. What? Says he, Came the word of Ged 


out from yeu, or came it unioyou only? If any man think himſelf 


to be a Prophet or ſpiritual, Let him ac&now!edze that the things 
that I mrite unto you, are the Commandments of the Lord. i. e. That 
I as an Apolite, have power from the Lord to give commands and 
orders in theſe matters, which concern the Decent and arderly per - 
formance of the pudlick worſhip , but if any be ignorant, let him 
be ignorant. He complains alſo of others who added affii#ion to his 


bonds, preaching Chriſt out of contention and firife, disowning his 


Apoſtleſhip, refuſing to receive his Commands, yea walking con- 


rrary 10 his Orders, while others preached Chriſt out of Love, own- 
ing his Apofileſhip, knowing that he was ſet for the defence of the 


Goſpel. Phil. 1. from 15. Verſe. And when this Holy Apoſtle 


his back was at the wall, in Priſon, and hazard of Death, many 


who had been formerly his attendants and aſſiſtants in the Goſpel 
work, deferted him, when he frood moſt in need of their Mini- 


ſiry: which, he prays, might not be laid to their charge. 2. Tim, 


4, 10. 16. verſes. 


6. In like manner St. John the A pofſle complains of one Dio. 
zrepbes, who afelled a preeminence over the Church, diſowned the 
Authority of che Apoſile, refuſed to receive the orders which he 
ſent to the Church, cr the Brethren by whom he ſent them, yea 
preſumptuouſly took upon him to caſt hefe Brethren & ſuch whe 


were willing to receive them, out of the Communion of theChurch, 


and ts all, added comemptuous and lighting words of the Apoſtles. 
whom the Apoſtle threatens, when he comes, to chaſtiſe, for his 
pride and inſolence John Ep 3. 9. 10. in rejecting the orders of 


his Superiour, and arrogating to himſelf that ſuperiority to which 


he had no call or Title; for which malepertneſs, the Apogle no 
doubt exerciſed his Apoſtolical power in cenſuring him, if he did 
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In a word, through all the new nn. we read of 


none who oppoſed the Authority of the Apoſtles, but ſuch as were 


Hereticks and diſturbers of the Churches peace, who every where 
made it their bufineſs to depreſs the Credit and authority of the 
true A poſt les: and to gain the more eafily proſelytes to their falſe 


Dodtrines, they either pretend that they themſelves were Apoſtles 
2. Cor. 1. 13. 14. Or elſe that they were Commiſſioned by ths 


Apoſtles, As 25. 24. whereas truely they were ſuch as had de- 


parted from the Communion: of the Apoſtles, as St. John tells us 
I. Ep. 2. ch. 19. verſe. And St. Fude gives us this account of 
them 11. verſe, Wo unto them they haue gon in the way of Cain, a 
Murderer of his Brother, and ran greedily after the Error of Bala- 
am, a Covetous wretch, and have periſbed in the gainſaving of Core, 


2 proud ambitious Levite, who ditdaining to ſubjett himſelt rothar- 


Order God had ſettled in his Church, and Murmuring to be ſet in 
a lower ſtation among the Levites, aſpired to the Prieſthoodzas we 


read Numb. 16. 8. 6. 10. verſes: Now it is not eaſy to under- 


ftand, how theſe - Zerericks could correſpond with Corab, in his 
Sin, if Chriſt had ſettled a parity: among Church Officers, and not a 
Superiour and Inferiour Order. | 


As all ttue Paſtors and Teachers were faithful & durifut Affiſtants 


and Helpers with the Apoſtles in the work of the Goſpel, and pun- 
Qual obſervers of all Apoſtolick Orders and Commands : So on 
the other hand; The Apoſtles payed: always that reſpeſt unto the 
Paftors, that was due unto their Character, not treating them as 
Underlings and Servants, but as Brethren and fellow-labourers and 
helpers, admitting them to all their conſultations about Church af- 
fairs, joyning their Names with their own, in their 'Apoffotical de- 
crees and conſtitutions ; yet always, with a clear indication of the 
diſtinction and ſubordination of their Order unto that of the Apoſtles, 
as appears from As:1. chap. and ch. 15.22, and 23. ver. Yea and 
in ſome of Pazls Epiſtles to the Churches, after that he deſigns him · 
ſelf the Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt, he Yor the names of ſome of 
His Brethren, his aſsiſtants and fellow-helpers in the work of the Go- 
ſpel. And he does moſt earneſtly recommend to the Church, That 
they have their Poſters in Reputation and Honour. Phil. 2. 29. That 


they know them that labour among them, and are over them in the 
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Lord, and admoniſh them, and that they eſteem them very biehly in 


EF?” 


their Rulers with reſpect; obey them, and br ſubjell to then, Habr. 1 3. 
Samo be iber en: het ec ind lied : em 
Yet when his ApaMleſhip is called in queſtion, or when it is fer upon 
a Level with the inferiesr Order, with what holy Zcal, does he aſſert 
the Dignity and Authority of bis Apeſtlaſbid: So y hen the ſactioua 
Corinthians began to ſtate themſel vs in Parties, and ta (ct inoppofis. 
tion, or. at leaſt, upoma Level; with um ſome of their I gachersſay - 
ing, I aw Paul, auI of Apollo. fle os hunſelf the Planter, p 
4, the Waterer: Hiwmjelf the Maſter builder, Apeilo and others as. 
Builders wieh him; 1 Cor. 3 6. Nc. Tus true, in this matter, he but 
borrowshjs own name and Apollo s, 20 he tells us . 4. 6· ver ſe, for: 
it was far from the Apoſtles do ftare themſelves, as heade of Fseti- 
ons one againſt an ot lier; neither did any of the faithful;/Paſtors;facty 
as Apollo was attempt any ſuch thiog. No, It was the turbulent Pa. 


tors and Teachers who inttodueed theſe Factions, ,with deſign, no 


doubt, to depreſs the Authority of the Apoſile, and advance their 
own, and gain followers : To correct the arrogance of theſe Teach- 
ers, who being puffed up with their ſpiritual Gifse," -Yurſt thus arg, 
themſelves im competition win, or oppoſition to, the q poſtle, and: 
the fickleneſs and fondneſs of the Cori nebi ans, their admirers and fol- 
lowers,: he repreſents ſeveral things, and an heauy complaint, of 
the ill treatment, he, and other Apoſtles had met with from them, 
He puts them im mind; that che r hey had ten thro{and infiruders in. 


. Chrif, yer they were obliged toon bin st their gather, who haa be- 


gotten them in Chriſt by the Geſpel, and therefore oughe to be follo- 
ers of him. And if this his Fatherly admonition did not teclam 
them, he threatem both theſe fagtious teschers and their aberrozs, 
with his Apoſiolick Rod, Cor, 4 It was dhe neee 
occaſion, that we: find him. with holy Keen neſt aſſert ing & proving 
his Apoſtleſhip. magniſying dus Office boaſting of that autboziry he 
had received from Chriſt, and once and again, maintaining chat he 
was not arion to the chiaſeſ Apafties 1 Cor. g. lag. 2 Cor. 10.14, 12, 
23. chapters. To hat purpoſe: all this, either: their denying his 
Apoſtleſhip, or bis Arenuauſly aſſerting it, if chere had not been an 
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Emininey of power and «ntvority i in the Apoſtolat, above the ordinary. 


Paſtor and Teacher. 
Prophecy, ſays Chryſeſtome, the Gift Serm. de util. 5. Scrip. 


of Miracles, the expelling Demons,” Tom. S: pag. lig. edit. Savil. 


the order of Paſtors and Teachers, were 


all ſpiritual powers, and enſigus of great Authority; But the Apo- 


ſtolick eminency was far greater than all theſe, which he therefore 
calls a ſpiritual Conſulſhip. An Apoltle having as great preemi- 
nence above orher Officers in the Church, as the Conſul had above 
all other Magiſtrats in Rome: which even 

Catvine homologats, allowing to a Biſhap 171 lib: 4+ 1 2 
to be, t Conſali in Senate, 25 'Conſul. i in the 

Tis erisent chen. that in Chtiſis Inſtitution, there was an 185 
ty and Subordination among Goſpel Officers. | proceed now to the 


11 NOUILRY Di 
E hether any of theſe Offices, were Extraor= 
 dinary and temporary, deſigned only for the 
preſent ſtate and circumſtances of the Church, 
which was then tobe gathered and eſtabliſhed: - 
Or, Whether they were Inſtituted to be per- 
petual and ſtanding Offices, for the ordinary 
uſe and ſervice of the Church i. e. for the 


and good government theregf 1 10 the 


of the World. 


1 Have ſtated che queſfion thovtargely to NEE it han more plain 
E eaſy 0 be underſtood — is here ingu ben into... | 


' This: 


11 | 
This is the hinge on which the whole controverſy in this matter 
depends, yea, all the authority and obligation of Chriſts firit 
Inſtitution, as to the preſent church : for if his Inſtitution, 
was extraordinary and temporary in any part, it is in 
ſo far, no rule or ſtandard now: But if the order he in- 
ſtituted was to be perpetual and ſtanding, then it continues 
obligatory to the end of the world;and it mutt ke to all Chriſtians, 
what the patern in the Mount, was to Moſes and the Jes; 2a 
conſtant ſtandard by which the Church is to be moduled and framed 
in "i after ages: I ſhall therfore Impartially conſider the Inquiry. 
Firſt, It is acknowledged by all, that many of the gifts and powers 
wherewith both Apoſtles,and other Paſtors were endued, were extras 
i ordinary and temporary, being deſigned only, as the Apoſtle ſays of 
| tongues, 1 Cor: 14 22. for fizns, to convince unbelievers,of the di- 
f vinity of thit doctrine which they ſaw atteſted by ſuch Miracislous 
=» operations: Bat the Goſpel doctrin being once ſufficiently atteſted 
and confirmed, there was no further need of continuing them, and 
they have long ſince ceaſed in the Church . Þ 


 2dly, Tis aiſo acknowledged that ſomethings peculiar to the firſt 
1 Apoſtles, were extraordinary and temporary ayd expired with their 

; per ſons. Sach as, Their having been eye and car witneſses of Chriſts 

| Life, Doctrine, Miracles, Sufferings, Reſurrectionand Aſcention. Their 
having received their Commiſſion Immediatly from Chriſt. Their 
| being infallible Guides in delivering the dotQtrines of the Goſpel. 

| Their. unlimited Commiſſion to all the World, and juriſdiction over 
1 gil Churches. Their power to confer miraculous gifts on others, to 

| diſcern ſpirits,and ro back their cenſures with corporal puniſhments, 

| as on Ananiaz and Saphira and Elimas and perhaps, ro theſe may 
de added, their power to inſtitute New Goſpel Offices and miniſtries, 
as the exigence of the Church ſhould require; as they did that of 
Deacons. All thefe extraordinary powers and gifts, whether theſe pe- 
culiar 50 the Apoſtles, or theſe that were common to them and other 
inferiour Miniſters, . had a particular reſpect to the firſt planting 
of the Goſpel, and the ereCtting and conſtituting of the Chriſtian 
Church in the World : which when performed, theſe extraordinary 
powers ceaſed: bur, IE e # 
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3/47, Beſides thefe, There was che ordinary power and authority 


of the Apoſtles, which was to ſerve the edification, good order and 


Government of the Conſtituted Church in all ſucceeding ages: ſuch 
as, Their power to preach the Goſpel, adminiſter the Sacraments, and 
erform all the offices of religion common to them with other Paſtors. 


Church, dy ordaining Miniſters of Religion in all the three diſtin 
offices: To Govern the churches, and ſuperintend both paſtors and 
people: To judge, correct & cenſure miſdemeanors either in the one 
or other To ſettle good conſtitutions agreeable to the word of God, 
for the orderly and decent performance of all the ordinances of Reli- 
gion, Publick worfhip and other affairs of diſcipline, as the exigence 
of the Church ſhould require: And Finally, By their authority and 
kare, to preſerve the church from the corruptions of Error, ſuperſti- 


tion, faction, ſchiſm, and prophanneſs, by their right uſe of the keyes 
_ and the power of bind ing and Iooſing committed to them: All which 
are proper parts of the Apoſtolick office, alwayes neceſſary for the 


good of the Church;and no part more neceſſary, than their Autho- 
ritative inſpettion, over the ordinary paftors, that they be well qualifi- 
ed for the paſtoral office before they be admitted thereto, & when ad 
mitted, that they perform the ſame, with faithfulneſs and dili- 
gence, with prudence and diſcretion, and in peace and concord 
with their brethren. Now, theſe things being premiſed, I come to 
the inquity propoſed... naa 8 
I I think there is nothing more evident, than that Chriſt in Inſtitut- 
ing theſe Orders and Offices, deſigned, that they ſhould be ſtand ing 
and unalterable conſtitutions in his Church, to continue for its edifi- 
cation to the end of the World: And of none, is this more evident, 
than of the Apoſtolick office, (which ſome contend to be temporary 
_ and-extraornary.) )) „„ 3 
For iſt, when Chriſt gave them their full and laſt Commiſsion, 
Matth. 28: 18. ver. He enjoyns them to teach all Nations whom 
they ſhould diſciple, to obſerve all things wharſcever he had com- 
manded them, of which the Order and Offices, he had inſtituted, were 
a part, which accordingly they were to ſercle in all new founded 


Churches - And then he adds, - I am with you alway te the ende 


tbe 
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ore Partieularly, to preſerve the offices inſtituted. by Chriſt in his 
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he world: But how could that be, if their Office was to expire with 
themſelves ? We muſt then underſtand it, as a promiſe, not to them 


only, but to their Succefſors alſo : not to their Perſons only, but to 
their Oice, which was to continue to the end of the World, even 


ſo long as Chriſt was to have a Church upon Ear ibn. 
2dly, The Apoſtle S. Paul tells us 1 Cor. 1 2. 28. God hath fer fome 
in bis Church, firſt A poſiles, fecondarly Prophets thirdly Teachers 
(what follow, are nor diſtinct Offices from theſe, but extraordina- 
ry Gifts conferred on them) God hath ſer, even, He, who ſetcled- 
the Ordinances of Heaven, which none can alter, hath fixed. theſe 
different Orders in his Church: or rather to uſe the Apoſiles Si- 
mile, as God hath ſet various and different Members in the natural. 
Body, ſome more excellent and honourable, yet, all uſefuland ne- 


_ ceflary to the beauty and Integrity of it: So that whoever would 


deprive the Church of any of theſe ſacred Offices ſet in it by God, 
does no leſs than mutilat and deform the Church, pluck out one of 
its Eyes, or cut off one of its Hands: And how heinous the guilt 
muſt be, ſo to treat that Body whereof Chriſt Jeſus is Head, let them 

conſider who prefume to do it. Butfurther- - 


_- 3dly, In the Epiſtle to the Epheſ. oh. 4.11, fz, 13. verſes,we have 
au unconteſtable Teſtimony, - proving the perpetual continuance of 
theſe Offices inſtituted by Chriſt, taken from the end and deſign. 
for which they were inſtituted: He gave ſome ApoFtles, ſome Pro- 
phets, Jome Evargeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the per- 
Fecting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edify- 
ing the Body of Chriſt, till we all eome in the unity of the Faith and 
of the Knowledge of the Son f GOD into a perfeis man, unto the 
meaſure of the Stature of the fulneſs of Chriſt; That we hence forth 


be no moré Children toſſed to and fra, and carried about hy every wind 


of Dettrin, by the flight of men and cunning craftineſs, whereby they. 
lie in wait to deceive : Where it is plain, Theſe Offices were to cone 
tinue, zill the Church ſhould be perfected, fully brought in, and 
Fully advanced, and till it ſhould be beyond all hazard of being ſe- 
duced, that is, ro the end ohe World. We fee the end for which 


thoſe. Offices were Ioſtizated, and hom long they ware to continue, 
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If any ſay, That here are more Offices than are pleaded for: The 
anſwer is obvious, that theſe different deſignations do not import 
_ different Offices, but different exerciſes of the ſame Office: for In- 
ſtance, An Apoltle, Presoy ter or Deacon, might be a Prophet, E- 
vangeliſt, DoQtor or Teacher. If imployed in converting Zews of 
Heathens to the Faith, he did the work of an Evangeliſt, and on 
this account Philip; one of the ſeven Deacons, is called an Evange/R. 
As 21; 8. If in \nfiruting them who were alteady converted, that 
Was the work of an ordinary paſtor: If he laboured mainly in ex- 
plaining and confirming the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, he acted the 
par: of a Dellor or Teacher: If he further improved theſe Dactrines; 
ts edification,, exhonation and comfort, that was the work of the 

Prophet, in the Goſpel Senſe, 1. Cor. 14. 3. Thus Judas and Silas, 


two Presby ters, are called Prophets Ads 151 32. So that all theſe 


a. particular account. 1 0 
And now, if theſe different Orders of Goſpel Miniſters inſtituted 


are reducible to the three Offices, of whoſe inſtitution we have given 


by Chriſt, were deſigned by him to be perpetual ſtanding Offices in 

his Church, for its Ed iffcatios, good OQtder and Government, to the 

aua the world, as is evident from what hath been aid; There 
muſt ot neceſſity, be a Succeſſion of perſons, duly called to theſe . 


Offices, acc6rding to Chriſts Inſtitution, that theſe Offices ay be 
continued. in the Church. „ r 
Io Erect and ſet up a new Office Paramount to theſe inftituted 


Lan have à power and Authority in the Church, above Apes who 
were Chriſ's immediat delegates, but Chriſt himſelf? ; 


And it is no leſs Preſumption to cut off, or ahrogat any of theſe 
Sacred Offices: tis an ovetturning that Order, eſtabliſhed by Chriſt 
in his Church; and altering and changing his inſtitution + Ir is a 
Sacrilegious Robbing theChurch; of theſe Miniſtries, which Chriſt - 


in his infinit wiſdome thought neceſſary for her Edification and per- 


fection. Tou know what a dreadful Curie is pronounced àgainſt 
them, who either add to, or take away from the Inſtitutions of Jeſus. 


— 


Chrift Rev. 22. 18, 19. verſ es. 
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by Chriſt, fuch as the Papacy, is intolerable prefumprion; for who 
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Ik it be pretended, that now it leaſt, in the preſent ſtate of th? 
Bood, 
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good purpoſe, and as great benefit of ihe church, performed by the 
ordinary paſtors, acting in Parity, and that it is therefore needleſs too 
keep a diſtinction of Offices: This is to pretend to be wiſer than 
Chriſt: it is to confound and jumble together the different Orders 
Inſtituted by him: Ir is co fer up a new module different frem 
what he not only eftabliſhed, bur al ſo appointed to continue in his 
Church to the end of the World ; ir is to caſhier Chiifts 
prime Officers and Repreſentatives, and the Churches principal guides: 
And to deprive the Church of the pledges of her Lords Care and 
kindneſs which he gave her, when he Aſcended up unto Heaven. 
If then Our Bleffed Lords Inſtitution be preſerved, there muſt 
be Apoſtles, that is Succeſſors co them in their Office, in the Chri- 
ſtian Church: Ard who are they ? Sute, not every Paſtor, nor yet 
any number of them, however moduled into leſſer or larger judica- 
tories: I honour their Order and Office, but would not have them 
take too much upon them, nor go beyond their Sphere: They are 
indeed the Succeſſors of the Seventy, if duly admitted to the Paffo- 
ral Office, and may well rejoice in that Honourable tation to which 
they are advanced in Gods Church, if they walk worthy ot it; 
Bur let them remember, that the whole Seventy could net fill the 
Chair of one Apoſi/e ( for no man may take this Honour to himſelf 
but he that is called of GOD } until he did determine the Choiſe 
of one to that High Office: I doubt nor bur there were upwards of 
Seven Hundred eminent Paſtors, and all endued with extraordinary 
gifts, in the days of the Apoſtles : But were all Apoſtles? Says Paul, 


No, they were not. come therefore to the laſt enquiry propoſed = 


INQUIRY Fourth. _ 
Who are Succeſſors to the Apoſtles. 


Ir theſe three Diſtinet Orders of the Goſpel Miniſters, Inſtitqred 


by Chr it and his Apoſtles muſt be continued in the Church, - 

(as we have proved in the former Inquiry) lt remains now to 
inquire, where have we the firſt and principal Order, theſe prime 
— bel Miniſ.ers whom be called Apoliler, and who are their Suc- 
cell 015? =  , 


| | 23 | . 
In cleaving this, 1 muſt put you in mind of what was ebſerved 
In the foregoing inquiry, that the Apoſties were endued wiih ſome 
powers and gifts, which had a particular reference to the firſt plant- 
ing and propagating the Goſpel, and the fii ſt gathering and conſif. 
tucing the Chriſtian Church: Theſe were extraordinary, and did ex- 
pire wi m themſelves: and in theſe, they have no Succeſſors. 
But our inquiry is concerning the ordinary power and — 
of the Apoftolick Office, as it was Inſtituted and appointed by Chriff, 
to be a ſtanding and continuing Office in his Church when conſticur- 
cd, ro ſerve for the edification, good order and Government thereof 
to all Succeeding Ages: The Apoſtles were an Order of the Goſ- 
pel Miniſters fuperiour to ordinary Paſtors and Teachers; to whom 
_ Chriſt in a fpecial manner committed the care and Government of 


his Church, to difpenſe the word and Saeraments and perform all 


Offices of Religion, To. ordain Miniſters of Religion according 
to his Inſtitution, To Govern and ſuperintend his Church, both 
Paſtors and People; To judge, correct and cenfure miſdemeanors in 
the ore or other, To ſeitle good orders and conſtitutions for the or- 


derly and decent performance of all Ordinances of Religion, pub- 


lick worſhip, and exerciſe of diſcipline, And to preſerve the Church 


from the corruptions of Error, Superſtition, Faction, Schiſm, and 


all irregular practices: All theſe are proper parts of the Apoj7olic& 
Office, allways neceſlary for the good of the Church : and they are 
the proper Offices of a Biſhop, Overſeer or Superintendent, 89 
that *ris very evident that in this ordinary & continuing part of the 
Apoſtolick Office, Chriſt hath inſticured- the ſtanding Office of Bi- 
ſhops in his Church, that is, an order of Goſpel Miniſters ſupert- 
our to Paſtors and Teachers, to whom he hath committed the 

power and Authority above: mentioned. | 
That the Apo/iles were actually Bifbops, and their Apoftle/hip a 
proper Epiſcopacy,as it is expieſly called, Ad. 1. ch 20. verſes, and 
that they actually exerted an Epiſcopal power and Furiſdiclion over 
the Churches, and the Ordinary Paſters and Teachers, Presbyters 
and Deacons, | have fully fliewed in the ſecond Inquiry. And ac- 
cordingly we find the Ancients do frequenily in their Writings call 
the ApoPties, Biſhops: and. no leſs frequemly do they ſtile the Bi- 


ſhops, Apoſtles, as being theis e in ordivary 4 by which tis 


evident 


=} 


. 
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evident, they underſtood, that in the Apoſtles, the Friſe iſeopal Office - 
W235 laſtitured, and that in- -Brſhops the. Apoſtolical Off 15 is 1 
in the Church: Buc this is beyond my province, having confined 
my ſelf in hi, Inquiry, to what light the Sacred Records' alfoord. 
From them 
It is Evident, Firſt; Thar the Apiſites v were a Superiur wder of 
Goſpel Miniſters, to PreſOpters.and ordinary Paſtors and Teathers: . 
That to Theſe Apoſ: les Curiſt committed the chief Care and Govern- 
meat of his Church, as his Speciall and immediat Delegats and Tru - 
ſtees: That the Iaferior Paſtors and Teachers did always owne and ac». 
. knowledge the Apoſiles as their ſuperiours, and did readily-receive - 
and obey their orders: That this Apoſtolichꝶ order ſuperiour to Preſs” 
byters and Deacons,was to cobtinue m the Church ; all which we hare 
: fully cleared from ſcripm re ih rhe former Inquiries; Now what or- 
der oſ Goſpel Miniſters is is there, Superiour to Ordinavy T . 


{ Teachers, but that of Biſhops, in whom the Apoſiolick order is co. 
tinued in the Church. 
45 ſfee, by - 


-. Either then Biſbaps muſt be the true ſi uccefſors of the 4 
| elſe, They have no ſucceſſors at all, and the Apoſtolick order and ofs - 
? fice is quite extinQ, and the: Church ĩ is orally rad of the Prins 
: and chiefeſt Office inſiituted by Chriſt for irs edification, good ode 
f 1 and Government: and finally, There is now no ſuch Order of men 
| extant in the World, ro whom that large and ample Commiſſion . 
which Chriſt gave only to his Apoies, dot bel AGs Te them it was, 
he gave the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaten per o | 
ang looſing, Tbem he ſent as his Legates and Ambaſfidots to <6, 
World, as the Father hadfent him; Them heinſtracred in eu- 

| ed wich the Great affairs:of his Kingdome; and to them he made 

1 that encouraging and ꝑtacious Promiſe, Lo, I am mit yow alway even. 

q to the end of the worid. Now whocanlay claim to thit Commiſſion, 
or the promiſe annexed, but The Apoſtles and their Succeſſors? 11 

1 if they have no Sacceſſors, now that they themfelves are 2. alt 

If char Commiſſion falls and the: promiſe wich it: which is abfurd 70 
Adink, and horrid to mention, whar conſequences would follow, - 

40h lt is evident alſo from Feripture, That the Apoſtles in their 

own time did conferr upon others the ApeRelical: power and a, _ 


be ene they "had thought that the of | 
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_ ronſiced to their Perſons, and was to end qvith their lives :They under- 
| Rood beter the Mind of their Card and Maſter, and the Importance | 
e his promiſe, ro he With them ie the end of World. That,they | 


4 


were td commit the ..Commiſhon given to them, unto the hands pf I 
_ ethers in a continual: ſucceſſion, fe rh end of the World. Accor - 
dingly, their fart work was to:choole one 0 ſucceed. Fudas, and 
. by the directien of Gpd, Mathias is received into the number of 
theApoBles : io when 'fomes the brother of. Jobn is killedby Herod 
an thereof ihat Name was Biſhop of Zeru/e/em:.to whom as ſuch, 
St. Peter notifies his Miraculous. deliverance As. 12. 17. He 
who Prefided in the Council at Jeruſalem 43s. 15. He ro whomsSr. | 
Faul made nis addreſs when he came to Feru/aleom Ads 21; 1% and j 
' - hoof whom he ſpeskes 'Gv/; 4, 19 whom ha calls an Apoſt/e and | 
| - the Lords brather: This Fomes dome will havetobe an other, than | 
James commonly called 1be /rſs one of the fu twelve Apoliles, | 
That he was one of the, /eveaty, - commonly called Zemes the Juſt 
advanced to the Apoſto/ar; w bat ever be of this, certain it. is, That 


Paul and Barnabas were * ed into the Apoſ alieꝶ Offices Paul In- / 
_  mediatly called thersto by Chrift at his converfiog Ade; 26, cb: 16. 
b vers But Barnabas in the ordinary maner when he rec a ed that New 
Name frqm-the Apoſtles which figniftiesSex of Conſalation. As ch. 
verſe. 36. 37, Bothot them owned afterwardsby theApoſiles: Fames 
Peter ard Fobn, as dork i AN hereof 
they gave them the. righi hand of fellowſhip, and a particular Com- 
= Nſdten la ne Gen: ites Gal. 2. 9. Fe ſe. elles Theſa, we tread of 
ethers from among the ordina:y: Paſtors railed.40 the Apoltalicall 
or Epiſcopal Order, and endued with a power and authority over | 
delignation | 
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Churches and their patiors and Preſoyrers, (under what d 
Ichall e Aur tho u ſelf is evident. | 
Thus Pau! actualy gave to Timerhy, ſuch an: Epil gopal power o- | | 
ver the Church ot; Ehe and rhe Preshy ters and Paſtors thereof; 9 
by, vertse of which Commiſſion, he is Authoriſed and inſtruꝭ ed in N 
all the exerciſes of the Epiſcopal per, 1. Tim. r. 3. To cam 
ad and Charge tham, f the Paſtors): that they Freach ſpund | 
online; To-prefcgibe: Rules far che publick waorbipr ch. 2 par- ö 
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ticularly. that Prayers be offered up tor all in Authority, to Exa- 
mine and judge Perſons duly qualified for the Sacred Offices of the 
Goſpel, and to give impoſition of bands, Or, ordain none hut ſuch 
as were found duly qualified ch. 3. and ch. 5. 22. 'To'guard di- 
ligently © agaioft falfe DoQtrines and fedueing "Spirits, and put the 
* Brethren in mind, and command them that they give not heed'to. 
ſuch Doctrines and ſeducers : ch. 4. To Judge, correct and cenſure: 
offenders, even Presbyters, after due examination and conviction, ch. 
F. 19. 20. To encourage and promote to higher degrees fuch Dea- 
cons or Presbyters as were faithful and dil igent ch 3. 13: and ch. 
5. 17. and in a word he is inſtrudted how ig all things he is to be- 
have, as a good Ruler and Governour in the Church committed to 
his care and inſpection: and that with theſe Solemn obteſtations, ch. 
5 21.1 Charge thee before God, that thou obſerve theſe things without 
Partiality or preferring one before un other. ch. 6. 13. 14. I gioe thee 
Charge in the ſight of God and of Feſws Ehrift, that thou keep this Com. 
- mandment.® v.20.0 Timothy &zep that which is committed to thy truſt. 
The like power and Authority is conferred on Tita overtheChurches 
in Crete Tit. 1. 5. That be ſhould ſet in order the things that were 
 zwanting,and ordain Elders or Presbyters in every City: and Ver 9. 
: | 10. 11. That he ſhould op the mouths of iht unruly who taught 
1 "things they ought not: And that be hould rebuke them ſharply that 
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they may be ſound in the faith: And that if any after due admoaitions, 
ſhould continue obſtinate, he ſhould cenſure him with Depoſiciou & 
ee eien. 3, . 
Theſe are ſich evident proofs of an Apoſtolical or Epiſcopal power 
conferred upon one Paſtor, over other Paſlors and Teachers, is 
may convinee them who are-moſt prejudicated againſt the Epiſcopu! 
Order. I will not contend, but that in the Exerciſe of thit power, 
they might have taken the advice & concurrence of the Faithful Pa- 
ſtors in theſe Churches, and concerted affairs with:them : and not 
doe things in an Arbitrary and'defpotick- manner, as Calvin obſerves 
- Inflit. Lib. 4. Cop; 31 F. 15. Yer he allows they had ſuch a pre- 
ſidencie over the-Paſtors, as the Roman Conſul! had in the Senate. 
Sid: and more I plead not for. 
Ik ir be ſaid, That Timothy and Titus ated only as Pauls Dele- 
gates, it Weakens not the Argument but rather corroborates it, er FR 
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it till holds that there was in the Apofles, a Superiour power and 


Mee, above that of Presbyters, - which might be conferred upon 


and committed to an other, whether by Delegation, ot by Inveſti- 


ture and Ordination of the perſon into the Office, to which that 


Potoer and Authority belonged, comes all to ore. It is to as little 


purpoſe to ſay, that Tmuby and Titus, exerciſed this power and 
Authority over the Paſtors of Epheſus and Crete, as Evangeliſts: 


for 1. If the potwer was really Apoſtolicalynd Epi ſcopal, tis all one, 
under whatever deſignation they exerciſed it; But 2d!y. Tis alto- 
_ gether groundleſs; for we find no ſuch Office of an Evangeliſt in- 


in the preſent caſe, for their Commiſſion Is not only ro the uncon- 
verted Heathers at. Enheſu or Crete, but to the Churches alteady 


fruted, diſtin&t from that of: Apoſtle, Presbyter, or Deacon, but 
that it was a common deſignation to all who were the fiſt plan- 
ters of the Goſpel among cw or Heathens, which cannot hold 


ſettled, and Paſtors inſtituted, inthe actual exerciſe of their Mi- 
niſtrie in theſe places, over whom they are Charged to exerciſe 


this Epiſcopal Authority, as they will anſwer to Jeſus Chriſt, The 


Supreme Lord of his Church. © 


* * 


And what hath been hitherto obſerved, makes it to me, rery 


evident, and | think may make ii ſa to any unprejudicated perſon, 


at leaſt highly probable, That theſe Angeli of the Seven Churches of 
the leſſer A/, were perſons of the Apaſtolical and Epiſcopal Orde: 


For fince there was ſuch an Office of Apoſtles and Br/hops Inſtituted 


by Chriſt in his Church, whoſe Office was to Superintend Churches 
and the Paftors thereof, and by their Authority to ſettle good Or- 
der, to prevent and cortect abuſes and corruptions in Paſtors and 
People: Who elſe, could theſe Angels be but Officers of this higher 


Order? Who therefore-are accountable tor, and Charged Particu- 


| larly with, any diſarder or corruption tolerated in their reſpective. 
- Churches : and commended for ſuppreſſing and correcting theſe diſ- 
orders, and purging-their Churches ot-Heretical Teachers. 
And, Finally, we cannot intertain the leaſt doubt of it, in sur 


Minds, but that the Holy 4p»/iles, to whom our Lord gave ſpeci- 


al Commiſſion and power, to plant, and ſettle, and Govern his 


Church in his Name, would be moſt faithful and exacr, in ſetling. 


that Order, and inftituting- theſe Offices, in all fully conſtituted 
n en G2 Churches, 
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Very profitable,briefly io recount what kind of cuftom 


Churches, which their Lord had appointed; and would be careful 
to leave the Church at their Death, under the ſame Order and Go- 
velnment, furniſhed with the ſame Offices and Miniſtries Wwhien 
Chriſt himſelt her Lord, had inſtituted and appointed for her Edi- 
FCP 
Lor can we think that any Chri ſtian Church could look on her 
ſelf as rightly conſtituted, if any of theſe facted offices inſiituted by 
* Chriſt and his Apoſ les had been wanting. 1 14 


And Now, having, plainly from unconteſtable matters o fact, re- 


* 


corded in the New Teſtament repreſenied the Order & Goucrament, 
the different Offices & powets inſti tuted by Chriſt & his Apoſites,in 

the firſt moduling the Chriſtian Church; I might add for confirmart- 
on of all that I have obſerved, that all the records we have of the 
Antient and Primitive Church do harmoniouſly. atteſr, That this Or. 
Ader, and theſe Offices inſtitured by Chriſt, were inviolably Preſerved 
for many apes: and ſo poũtive are they, as to that Prime Office of 
Apęſtles and Biſbops, that they give us: particular catalogues, of che 


Biſhops who ſucceeded the / poſiles, in governing the muſt famous 


and principai Churches in the world: Bur to inſiſt on this; would 
force me beyond the bounds which at firſt I laid downe for this diſ- 


courſe, 


I hall theifore only give the teſtimony of Calvire in this mattet. bu 
cauſe perbaps his authority may go further with ſome. than that 
_ of the Ancients - you will find it Infliz: Lib; 4. rap: 4. . 10 4. 


5 Whets eating of the ſtate ot the Churcd,and the form of its Govern» 
men: be 


— 


ie have ſhown, There is a three feld Miniſtry commended to us in 
' ®$5cxiprure;- So whatever Miniſters the ancient Church had, it diſtin- | 
Bullbes chem into three orders; B:ſoops, Preſbyters, and deacont. 
And Ft 4. That every. province had among their Biſpops, one 
ho was an Areh. Ziſhop, and that in the Council of Nice, Pat riarchs | 
were appdinted, who in order and digniry. might be ſuperiour to | 
© 4>cþ-Biſhapsz This was for preſervation of diſcipline, that if any 13 


ching happened in any Church,which could not well be determine!!! 
eby a few, it might be referred to a Provincial nod, and if the affair | 


here of ſuch importarce that it required. a greater diſcuſſion, ap- | 
"plication was made to the Patriarch with the Synods, from whom | 

. *chefe was ne appeal, but to a General Council: The Government "I 
ethus conſtitated, ſome did call an-Hierarchy,a Name impreper.(as 
ſeems to me) ſurely not uſed in Scriptute: for the holy Spi- - 
tit, would provide that in the matter of Church Government, None 
might dream of a Principality or-domination;bur it laying aſide the | 
Name, we view the thing it ſelf, we will find that the ancient Biſhops - 


chad no mind to frame any other form of Church Government, thin | 
bit was preſcribed by God in his. word. Thas far Calvire. | 


And I would conclude wich it, but that 4 am obliged, for further 
cleating what hath been obſerved: of the firſt inſtitution, to Conſider 
ſome paſſages ot Scripmte that ate commonly objeQted, 
And Firſt; They alledge that the Names of Bisbop and Preſbytar 
_ are promiſcuouſly uſed in ſcripture, and therefore they ſignily but 
ons 2nd the Tame Office: It ĩs Anſwered by Some, That this is a great 
miſtake: And that here ever Br/ops are named, we are to underitand 
 Biſhopsproperly fo called and not Preſhyters; which they make appepr 
- trom the texts adduced for the community of Nimes, for inſtance, ae 
20.27, 28. They ſay, Paul called both Biſhops and Presbyrers unto him, 
and that the Clergy ot all the Cities thereabout, were there; for Paul 

during his three years abode in 4%, had converſed with rhe 

*B:ſhops and Prefbyters of other places, thin of Epheſus, and 
his appealing to their knowledge ver/e 18. proves that they 
were preſenr,- So that:whar he ſays verſe 28. was principally 
directed to che Biſhops,” and ſecondarily and by way of refleckl- 
bon to the preſiyrert. So Tit. 1. F. 6, 7. This only prayes 
that he ſhould advance the \Prefbpters undet bim, 1 
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'ordain Br/hops and diſpoſe of - them: unto Ofries, Fxing them 
to certain cures, fo it follows, far 4 "Biſhop - muſi be Flame- 
leſs, Re . There were Presby ters before, at Crete, and Tita was 
to etu ain ſome of them Biſhops : So 1. Tim. 3. is be undeciecns 
of Biſhops properly ſo called, that were to be ordained to preſide, g- 
ver other Cities. as Tihotby did over Ephe ſus. Phil. i. l. may che un · 
derſtood of the Biſnops of Philippi, & other neighbouring cities who 
were wont to conveen and meet together: or it may mean that 
Paul and the Biſhops and Deacons that were with him Salute the 
Saints at Philippi. This anſwer however not obvious to every 
one, yet cleatly ſhewes how uncertain that alledged idenity of 
Names W . 00 t6ur Hat; 
_ '2dly, Granting this identity of Names, yet: it will not follow, 
that there was an identity of Offices; for Names are common in 
_ Scripture, where Offices are acknowledged to be diſtin. -. Heb, 
3. I. Chriſt is called an Apoſtle, and 1. Pet. 2. 25. he is called 
a Biſhop. Peter and John call themſelves Presbyters 1. Pet. 5, 1. 
St. Fohn 2. and 3. Epiſt. The Apoſtles and Paſtors are frequently 
called Deacons 1. Cor. 3. 5. 2. Cor. 3. 6. Col. 4. 7. and 17. 1. 
The/. 3. 2. Now it cannot from thence be argued, that the Apoſtles 
and Presbyters Office was one and the ſame with the Deacons; The 
1 Name ot the Genus is uſually given to the Species: The Superiour 
F Office dees include the inferiour, All Apoſtles were Preslyters and 
; 
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| Deacons, tho* not vice verſa: Therefore the identity of Offices is 
not to beargued from the identity of Names: for according to the 
Presbyterians themſelves, the name 'Presbyrer,. is commaon-to the 
Paſtor, and Ruling Elder, yet the Offices are vaſily diſtinqc. 
Secondly, Several Texts are adduced, in which, *tis alledged, 
Thar Parity among Church Officers is peremptorly commanded: ſuch 
as Math, 20. 26. The Lords of the Gentiles &c. and the parallel 
places Luke 9. 47. 48. Luke 22. 24. 1. Pet. 5. 32323 
To which tis anſwered in general, That rheſe Scriptures cannot 
by any juſt rules of interpretation be underſtood as condemning a 
. diſparity among Goſpel Miniſters, Nor a fuperiority of one Order 
is above an other, Nor a more eminent power and authority in ſome 
| to govern the Church above others, Nor all Juriſdiction of one 


Goſpel Office above others, but only that, which cid with 
| 5 e 
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imperigus bitternefs and domination, Nor are they interpreted te 
any. ſuch, purpoſei by,s2y. Fadicious perſon of either perſwafion ; So 
that it is nos fair, kone(t or jngenupus dealing, in any to make uf 
of theſe Texis, as condemning Inpstiiy among Goſpel Officers, and 
to amuſe the Populace and fimpler foft, who are oft: times ſoon 
1aken with rhe: ſound of words, without confidering he true ſenſe, 
and importance of them... But more;particularly, «I 
2 Ee nly is forbidden Goſpel Miniſters, which was practi- 
ſed by The. Lords of the Gentiles, That is, ieculat dominion and au- 
thority, and it is cettain, it was this that the Diſciples had in their - | 
view, when they contended who ſhould be greateſt; for they were * 
mightily poſſeſſed with the Zewi/h opinion, that Chriſts Kingdom I 


was to be a Temporal Kingdom < and ir. is this miſtake that Chriſt . 


[ 


removes. ö ,04.% Yue nan $3 39 © | | 
2dly. That-Dominion which the Lords of the Gentiles exerciſed, ( 
was not one over an o ther, but over their Subjects, ſo that if it take 


away all power of one above an other, it will deſtroy the power 
of Miniſters over their Flocks: Now, tho Zording over Gods Heri- 
tage is expreſly diſcharged 1. Per. 5. 3. yet the paſtors power and 
authority over then, is expreſly aſſerted, Hebr, 13. J. & 17. where 


they are called Rulers, and the People commanded to obey them - , 
It would alſo deſtroy the power of Synods and Presbyteries, where 
Miniſters rule Over Miniſters. 7777 DASEDRES).: a, fy '1 
30%. There are in 8 LA, Some expreſſions, which plainly imply a | 
2 {ſuperiority or:eminency of power, in ſome over others, when it | 
is ſaid, be. that is greateſt among ou: and when Chriſt propoſes : 
his own Example in what he there injoyns them, ſay ing I am among 
you. a3 one that Miniſireth: Yer none will doubt, he was their Lord | f 
and Superiour; So that the Command of Miniſtring, takes not away f 
the Superiority. and pe weer. d g Lent | 


45. It cannot be thought that our Saviqut condemned a diſparity 
among Goſpel Miniſters, when it is ſo evident that he-aQualy in- 
ſtituted Miniſters. of different Offices and Degrees, Firſt Apoſtles, 
then Seventy others of a ſecond: order; and his Apoſcles Inſtituted a 


Third Order of Deacons, who tis certain were igferiour to Precby- 


© 


ters, as theſe were to ee, 2-217 19012 Al 
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gium Presbyteroram,- the afſembly or confiſtory- of resbyrers | 
but of the un or Office it [clf, or the Ordination to the Office of 


* * - * 


a presby ter; So that the laying on of the Hands of the 8 
o 


thee-when I ordained thee a Presbyter be not in vain : thus Czlvin 
gloſſes that place, In. kb. 4. cap. F. 16. ad finem, And what 
confirms this Gloſs, is thit the Xeg:ous, or Gife ſpoken of, feems 


lc havereſpett to theſe extraordinary gifts conferred hy the /aying 


vn of the hands of the Apoſiics in the Ordination of Paſtors, to which 
the aſſiſtance and coneurrence of others was not neceſfary,  * 
But granting that Presbyrery is to be underſtood” ofthe meetin 
of Presbyters, yer it will not prove that they had full power an 
Authority to Ordain, for here at moſt they did but concar & aſſiſt in 
the Ordination of Timothy, as is evidem from 2. Tim. x. 6. where 
The Apoſtle calling him co ſtir up that Gift, ſays that it was con- 
Yerred on him by be laying on of his Hands." Certain it is, that A- 
poſtles did Ordain without the concurrence of Presbyters: but I read 
not that ever Presbyters ordained without an Apoſtle or Biſhop + 
and in an action of that nature and importance, it may at leaſt be a 
aſt ground of doubt and Scruple, that there is no warrand or pre- 


cedent to be found for it in Stripture, without which 1 know not 


how'any<an be fully perſwaded in his own mind. How far an ab- 
ſolute necgſſity may alter the caſe, accord ing to the common axiom, 
7 5 | $22 e e S 


King, that are not when there id one, I ſhall not determine. 

ly 400 my 1 Aoriag wh i — preſent : I ſhall — 

_- dy way of Ep:/opue, a ſhort expoſtulation, in the ſpirit of 

| media 3 P10gh p 1 

that Noiſe and clamour, hatred and prejudice, raiſed againſt them 
who are of the Principles, as to the point of Church Government, 
nere aſſerted ?£&® © 7 
_  *Tis evident we own Chriſt Jeſus The Lord, Head, King and 
Lawgiver to his Church, who hath power and Authority to ſettle, 
and eftabliſh' Order and Government therein; and to Inſtitute and 
_ appoint what Offices, and in what manner he pleafes, in his ſpiri- 
tual Kingdom . Fe, | 55 

We are fully perſwaded,that He, who is of Infinit Wiſdom & good- 

neſs, hath diſpoſed all affairs relating to the Government of his 
Church, in the moſt excellent method, in the way and manner that 
tends moſt for the Peace and Unity, Order and Security, Edification 

and Salvation of his Church and People. 3 2 

We find, plainly and expreſly, Three diſtin& Offices Inſtituted by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; one prime and Chief, the Twelve Apoſtles, 

and two Subordinat, the Seventy Diſciples, and ſeven Deacons : 


Theſe three Ordes of Goſpel Miniſters are unqueſtionably of Divine 


Iſtitution and appointment. And we cannot find in all the New 
Teſtament, that any of them was extraordinary and temporary, No, 
not the leaſt inſinuation, to move us to think, that after a ſhorr 
time any of them was to ceaſe. On the contrary, we have the fame 


evidence for their perpetual duration, that we have for their firft In- 


NG TT TI 4: 

And now, let any impartially judge, who d o moſt truely aſſert 
Chriſts Kingly Office, and the Prerogatives of his Crown? They 
_ who plead For his Inſtitution, and cloſely adhere thereunto, and to 
the Offices which he hath appointed in his Church: or they, who 


make bold with his Inſtitution; to abrogat the prime · Office he In- 


ſtituted, as now long ſince antiquated and out of uſe: and that on- 
ly, upon a falſe and groundleſy ſuppoſition, that it was Extr aord:- 


Jury and zemporary. 


+: - The 


That many bing: may be Lawfaul for : when they have no 


Love; and calmly enquire, What is the ground of all 


* 
' 
* 
2 
4 
| 


come ſuch an unhappy Juncture, when one as well as an other, and 


r 

The falſenefs of which I have already ſhewed in the Third In- 
quiry, And ſhall now reprefenc briefly, of what a dangerous conſe - 
quence it is to Religion, to alledge that any of the Offices Inſticut- 
ed by Chriſt, were extrerrdinary and temporary, appointed only to 
ferve the i#faney and firrft Conſtitution of thè Church, bur not to 
continue in it, when once conſtituted: This makes the Rule and 
Standard of our Religion, uncertain and unfixed, and opens a gap 


to all errors: At this rate, and upon the ſame pretence, Puakersand 


others caſt of the Goſpel I:ſti:utions of Holy Orders, Baptiſm,and - 
the Lords Supper &e. tor ſay they, Theſe were only temporary Or- 
dinances; but now all the Lords people are Holy, they are all Pro- 
phets, the manifeſtation of the Spirit, which is given unto all; hath ]. 
out dated all theſe Radimentarie Element. 121 

If any, thus principled, could but gain ſuch an aſcendant over 
the populace, as to infpire them with this Notion, and thereby in- 


fluence them as much againſt the order of Preshyters, as they have 


been againſt that of B/hops; What ſhould then become of Order 
in the Church, or any Goſpel Ordinance? God Forbid! - That any 


fuch wild caprice ſhould ever Seize on Chriſtian People; dur 1 ö 


make the ſuppoſition, to repreſent thereby the dangerous conſe - 


of that Principle, That ſome of Chriſts Inſtitutions were but tempo- 


rery : For it may de improved as much, and on as good ground, 


_ 2gainſr the office of a Presbyrer, yea againſt the poſitive Inſtituti- 


ons of the Goſpel, as againſt the office of a Biſnop; and there may 


all as well as one, may thus come to be thought uneceſſary. For 
Alas, if the Truth may be told, *cis greately to be feared, that not 
only the Office of Biſhops, bur of all Paſtors, yea all the Sacred in- 
ſtitutions of Chriſt, are become intolerable, unto too many Carnal 
Libertines who wart bur afavourable opportunity to vent their minds, 
and ſay; Come let us break their bonds aſunder, and caſt. away their 
cords from 1s. | EY ec? 12 . 3 eie 
How will They be able to Anſwer God, or their own Conſcien- 

ces for it? who have Solemnly combined dne to Ruine and 
overthrow that Order, Settled by Chriſt in his Church, and have leſt 
no ſtone unturned, in their reſtleſs endeavours, to bring the Sacred 
Offices of B:/>ops, and Paſtors Minigring under their inſpection _ 
| 7 


0 5 3 
2 vernment, into perpetual Contempt: and bave- induftriouſly ſet 
themſelves, to oppoſe and fruſtrate all their Goſpel Adminiſtrati- 
ons: and not only to alienat the Minds of poor ſimple people, from 
their Lawful Governeurs and Paſtors, but with Noiſe and Clamour 
and bitter Invictives, to inſpire hem wich the higheſt Rage and fu - 
ry, to commit the moſt Horrid outrages on their Sacred Perſons; 28 
geod Service done to God: and all upon no other account, but their 
firm adherence unto the Inſtitution of Zeſz-. | 
Father, Forgive them, they know not what they do: Lord lay not 
this Sin to their charge, but mercifully open their Eyes, that they + 
may be aſhamed of their Envy and cruel hatred againſt thy people, and 
may be converted to the way of Truth and Godlineſs, peace and Cha- 
rity, Unity and Order; and Eternally Saved: Through Feſws Chriſt - 
Our Lord. Now unro GOD The Father, Son, and Haly Ghoſt, 
be Glory Everlaſting; Amen, 85 | 
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